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Australian Law Reform Commission 
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Ms Jane Halliday 
President 
Australasian Epidemiological Associaton 
c/-jane.halliday@mcri.edu.au 
 
14th December 2007  
 
Dear Ms Halliday 
 
Review of the Privacy Act 
 
Thank you for your submission received 14th December 2007. 
 
In the interests of informed public debate, the ALRC is committed to open access to information. 
Submissions provide important evidence to our inquiries and we often quote or cite them in our publications. 
Non-confidential submissions are also made available during the Inquiry to other state and territory law 
reform bodies working on a privacy reference, and to other individuals or organisations upon request once 
the final Report has been tabled in Parliament. 
 
While the ALRC encourages non-confidential submissions, submissions made in confidence are also 
accepted. A request for access to a confidential submission is determined in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act 1982 (Cth), which has provisions designed to protect sensitive information given in 
confidence. Confidential submissions may include sensitive government or commercial information, or 
personal experiences where there is a desire to maintain privacy.  
 
The ALRC would like to ensure that all individuals and organisations making submissions are aware of our 
submission policy and give due consideration to the level of confidentiality appropriate to their submission. 
In particular, there are several ways in which sensitive material may be handled: in some cases, the entire 
document may need to be kept confidential; in other cases, the author may be happy for the contents to be 
publicly available so long as his or her anonymity is preserved.  
 
If you would prefer your submission to be treated as confidential, please advise us within one week of the 
date of this letter (ie by 21st December 2007). Based on our submission policy outlined above, you should 
identify the level of confidentiality you require. 
 
Thank you again for your interest in the Inquiry.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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